Experience the Jesse Tree

This Advent season the children will once again be creating a Jesse Tree. The Jesse Tree is a centuries-old devotion that
has enjoyed a resurgence of popularity in the recent years. It has particular value since it helps kids and adults alike to
locate Jesus, the Messiah, within the lineage of the shepherd boy who became King of Israel---David, son of Jesse. The
whole idea of the Jesse Tree comes right out of a classic Advent passage from the prophet Isaiah. “A shoot will sprout
from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a branch will bear fruit” (Isaiah 11:1). The Jesse Tree is hung with ornaments
representing Old Testament people and events that lead up to Jesus. The traditional symbols hung on the tree are
based on the genealogy of Jesus as recounted by the first chapter of the Gospel of Matthew.

Please accept an invitation to share in the experience of growing our Jesse Tree. Be reminded of OUR stories by reading
the scriptures outlined below. Come upstairs anytime during this Advent season and look upon the branches of the
Jesse Tree that hold the ornaments that remind us of the stories once again. As we wait, we remember, we prepare----

let us do this together.

Date Persons Events/Themes Scripture Symbols
. 1 Sam 16:1-13
Introduction of the Jesse Tree R The Tree
Isa 11:1-10
Mon : 1.9-
Wk 1 God Creation Gen 1:1-2:3 Dove
Jvlll(e: Adam and Eve The First Sin Gen 2:4-3:24 Tree with Fruit or Apple
\)’Vvlf(: Noah The Flood Gen 6:11-22, 7:17-8:12, 20-9:17 Rainbow or Ark
Thur . . . -
Wk 1 Abraham The Promise Gen 12:1-7, 15:1-6 Field of Stars
er\;lfiy Isaac Offering of Isaac Gen 22:1-19 Ram
Sat Assurance . .
Wk 1 Jacob of the Promise Gen 27:41-28:22 Ladder
Second . . . . .
Joseph God's Providence Gen 37, 39:1-50:21 Sack of Grain or Coat
Sunday
xlsnz Moses God's Leadership Exod 2:1-4:20 Burning Bush
Tues . Passover 414
Wk 2 Israelites and Exodus Exod 12:1-14:31 Lamb
e God Giving the Torah Exod 19:1-20:20 Tablets of the Torah
Wk 2 at Sinai
Jvrl'(uzr Joshua The Fall of Jericho Josh 1:1-11, 6:1-20 Ram's Horn Trumpet
V\Il:knz Gideon Unlikely Heroes Judg 2:6-23, 6:1-6, 11-8:28 Clay Water Pitcher
Sat The Beginning . 1. BN
Wk 2 Samuel of the Kingdom 1 Sam 3:1-21, 7:1-8:22, 9:15-10:9 Crown
Third . A Shepherd 1 Sam 16:1-23-17:58, .
David for the People 2 Sam 5:1-5, 7:1-17 Shepherd's Crook or Harp
Mon s The Threat . 7.
Wk 3 Elijah of False Gods 1 Kng 17:1-16, 18:17-46 Stone Altar
wll(eg Hezekiah Faithfulness and Deliverance 2 Kng 18:1-19:19, 32-37 An Empty Tent
w:g Isaiah The Call to Holiness Isa 1:10-20, 6:1-13, 8:11-9:7 Fire Tongs with Hot Coal
JVI?(U; Jeremiah The Exile Jer 1:4-10, 2:4-13, 7:1-15, 8:22-9:1-11 Tears
“7;'3 Habakkuk Waiting Hab 1:1-2:1, 3:16-19 Stone Watchtower
Sat . Return g . e e -
Wk 3 Nehemiah and Rebuilding Neh 1:1-2:8, 6:15-16, 13:10-22 City Wall
:::gg; John the Baptist Repentance Luke 1:57-80, 3:1-207:18-30 Scallop Shell
Mon The Hope . s
Wk 4 Mary for a Future Luke 1:26-38 White Lily
L“kej Elizabeth Joy Luke 1:39-56 Mother and Child
wfi Zechariah Anticipation Luke 1:57-80 Pencil and Tablet




wI:IT Joseph Trust Matt 1:19-25 Carpenter's Square or Hammer
Fri . . .
Wk 4 Magi Worship Matt 2:1-12 Star or Candle
Jesus Birth of the Messiah Luke 2:1-20 Manger
Christ The Son of God John 1:1-18 Chi-Rho Symbol




